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PREFACE. 


The  mibounded  freedom  with  which  in  ihcsp  days  every 
thing  connected  with  religion  Im  discussed,  will  appear,  it  is 
presumed,  to  all  wlio^ii^l  honour  these  pages  with  a  perusal,  h 
sufficient  reason  for  suclia^iscoursc  having  been  composed  and 
preached.   Its  publication  has  foltewed,  in  coitwtiance  with  the 
request  of  many  of  those  \yho  heard  it^^^his^Kbest,  although 
at  first,  and  foi*  some  time,  he  was  but  little  inclin6al to  submit  the 
Sermon  to  public  criticisfn,  was  highly  gratifying  to  the  Author 
—proceeding  as^^  it  did  from  a  considerable  number  of  respec- 
table and  intelligent  persons,  regular  attendants  npon  his  mi- 
nistry, who  well  know  what  the  general  tenor  of  his  preaching, 
during  many  years  has-been,  and  who  miist  be  understood  by 
that  reques^  to  have  expressed,  the.ir  own  opinion,  that  it  has 
beien  evangelical  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  word,  and  corres- 
pondent to  the  account  here  given  of  it.  Ho  would  wish  it  to  be 
received  as  a  statement  ©f  what  his  doptrine  will  continue  to 
be,  as  well  as  of  what  it  has  been  hitherto.     No  new  views  of 
theology  have  been  lately  taken  up  by  him.     Itfi  adheres  sted- 
fastly  to  the  system  in  which  he  accounts  it  his'^hap|xiness  to 
have  been  trained  from  his  earliest  years,  and  will  certainly 
continue  to  do  so  until  he  is  convinced  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  Scriptures,  and  with  the  primitive  and  catholic  helief. 
He  thanks  God  that  the  more  he  reads  aii4  itieditntes  upon  the 
particulars  which  that  system  embraces,  the  more  he  is  satisfied; 
of  their  truth  and  soundness,  and  of  their  iMgonformity  to  thft. 
principles  of  the  British  Reformation. 
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A  SERMON. 


LUKE  Vllt.  18.^"  Take  heed,  therefore,  how  ye  hear. 


»» 


This  admonition, our  Lord  himself,  who  spake  as  never  man  spake, 
thought  it  necessary  to  address  to  those  who  had  the  advantage  of  hij  , 
personal  ministry ;  and  the  same  or  similar  language  is  of  frequent  ' 
occurrence  in   Scripture.      Every  advantage  indeed   which  Divine 
Providence  has  besj|g<l.up6'n  us,  is  a  trust  of  which  we  must  here- 
after  give  accountf|pi  those  wWch  tend  more  immediately  to  our 
improvement  in.piety  and  virtue,  are  a  trust  of  the  most  important 
kind.    Religious  instruction,  therefore,  is  by  no  means  to  be  despised 
or  neglected  by  those  who  would  wish  to  render  that  account  with  joy 
Those  whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  such  instruction,  and  those  wliose 
duty  it  is  to  receive  it  from  their  lips,  are  alike  bound  to  take  heed^ 
the   former  what  and  how  they  Kiacb,  the  latter  how  they   hear 
Through  the  fault  of /either,  tharreligious  instruction  whibh  ought  fo 
produce  the  greatest/ benefit  to  mankind,  may,  and  frequently  does, 
fail  of  thceffeet  designed.  Lot  the  mihisters  of  religion  then  for  their  ° 
part  beware  lest  by  mismanagement  intli^r  sijcred  office  they  ciuse  the 
blood  of  others  committed  to   their  charge  to  be  required  at  iheir 
hands;  and  on  the  other  hand  let  the  peOjjIe" also  take  heed.     For 
when  we  find  the  Son  of  God  himself,  ,^nd  his  inspired  Apostles; 
admonishing  all  so  emphatically  to  do  so^lt  is  plain  'that  the  ruin  of 
immortal  souls  is  not  always  to  bo  attributed  to  the"  negligence  or 
incapacity  of  the  appointed  pastor,  but  that  ihey  may  and  do  frequentlv 
miscarry  through   their   own  fault  alone,. and  notwitlistanding  the 

possession  of  every  advantage  with  respect  to  guidance  and  instruction. 
When  it  pleased  God  to  commission  inspired  person^  to  give 
religious  instruetion  to  men,  the  admonition,  *' Take  heed  Ijow  ye 
hear,"  had,  it  must  be  confessed,  a  force  and  meaning  which  ii 
itsfullextentcannot  now  belong  to  it.  Tothcdictates  of  .v//r7i  in.s(rijciors 
impHcil  and  nnhcsitating  obedience  was  duo,  as  lo  the  word  of  God 
himself  proceeding   from   thbir  lip^.      And   the  ^mnc  mnv  bo  kiU 
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of   any  of  tlioir    recorded  inutructioiis,  when  once   proved  to  be 

theirs.       Dut   iijiplicit  obedience  cuii  be  justly   claimed  by  inspired 

teachers  only  ;  and  those  who  claim  to  be  inspired  teaclicrs  urc  tK)und 

to  produce  Hucli  prouf  of  their  real  inspiration,  as  the  inspired  tCichen 

of  old  did  produce,  boibro  any  can  be  obliged  to  admit  their  claim  to 

that  chariiCter.     liut  the  dnys  of  mirnclcs  arc  past.     Christian's  must 

expect  such  teachers  ho  innre.     Diligent  and  patient  study  must  now 

supply,  the  bust  they  can,  the  place  ef  inspiration,  in  qualifying  men 

for  instructors  in  religion  ;  and  those  who  are  the  best  qualified  for  that 

office,  by  natural  gifts  or  spiritual  acquirements,  and  whose  commission 

(o  teach^is  most  satisfactorily  proved,  have  no  right  to  expect  that  any 

thing  should  be  received  as  truth  in. nwre  deference  to  their  authority 

as  teachers,  but  must  be  prepared  always  to  render  a  reason  for  what 

they  say  to  him  that  askcth  them.     Tlius  much  however  is  indisputably 

due  to  the  words  of  every  one  who  has  a  right  to  be  heard  at  oil  upon 

such  a  subject — that  he  be- heard  with  attention  and  with  cafidour. 

To  this,  my  brethren,  all  wlio  ever  address  you  from  this  pulpit  have 

a  claim  which  none,  I  should  think,  will  venture  to  deny  in  words, 

although  perhaps  it  is  mbre,  than  is  in  fact  always  conceded  to  them. 

Our  commission,  I  presum^,  you  acknowledge.     We  claim,  then, 

-       I.    To    BE   HEAKO   WITH    ATTE N  riOX.- 


m     or  a  r 


II. 


/ 


But  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that  all  in  our  various  congregations 

arc  attentive  hearers  of  what  is  delivcixid  to  ihcm.     Possibly  none  are 

at  all  times  so  attentive  as  they  ought  to  be,  considering  the  momen- 

to\j^  interest  of  the  subjecis  treated  of.     The  inotive  which  brings 

«very  man  to  Church  is  of  course  best  known  to  himself.     But  there 

are  other  motives  which  may  produce  this  eflcct,  besides  a  sincere 

regard- for  the  doctrine  of  salvation,  and  a  true  concern  about  his  soul. 

In  some,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  general  tenor  of  their  actions  and 

discourse  elsewhere,  the  right  motive  does  not  act  at  all;  in  others,  we 

have  cause  to  fear  that  it  acts  in  too  slight  a  degree,  so  as  to  be  easily 

overpowered  by  opposite  suggestions  of  various  kinds;  too  slight  to 

enable  them  to  dismiss,  even  for  the  tinll,  from  their  thoughts,  the 

cares  or  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  the  vanities  of  time  and  sengje. 

To  have  their  thoughts  always  "under  coniroul  belongs  not  indeed 

even  to  the  best  d-isposed  and  the  most  considerate.     Our  imaginations, 

however  carefully  checked,  are  but  too  apt,  oa  all  occasions,  to  be! 

busy  with  objects  foreign  to  the  business  in  which  we  are  engaged; 

and  never  more  so  than  in  the  midst  of  religious  e.vercises.    Some 
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degroef  of  tfalt  is  merely  the  weakneu  of  oar  fallen  nature,  and  does 
not  by  any  moans  imply  a  iiabit  of  indiflfercnce  about  the  most  inte- 
resting of  all  concerns.  It  is  a  iliult,  however,  which  we  oi^g^t  not 
to  pardon  to  ourselves,  but  labour  most  carefully- to  correct.  Tho 
voluntary  indulgence  of  it  is  a  crime  not  onjy  against  God  hut  also 
against  our  own  souls,  the  consequences  of  which  nro  very  dreadful. 
Like  other  evil  habits  when  it  once  becoi^s  settled,  it  is  most  difHcult 
of  cure ;  so  that  it  greatly  behoves  us  to  tako  heed  that  it  do  not  grow 
upon  us.  There  is  nothing  in  fact  against  which  we  have  more  reason 
not  only  to  watch  but  to  pray,  than  a  habit  of  inattention  on  a  subject 
so  unspeakably  important,  however  it  may  be  brought  before  us. 
Whenever  we  come  hither,  it  should  be  with  the  most  deliberate  pur- 
^  pose  of  gaining  all  tha  instruction  which  can\be  gained  from  what  is 
said ;  and  after  we  have  departed  hence,  it  would  bo  well  if  we  made 
it  a  rule  to  ourselves  to  give  some  time  to  seirious  consideration,  whe- 
ther something  may  not  have  lieen  said  which  is  worthy  of  a  continual 
remembrance,  and  to  which,  for  the  sake  of  our/)wn  ^uls,  a  careful 
and  steady  observance  is  due,  as  an  useful  incitement  of  devotion, 
or  a  rule  of  life iand  manners.     We  claim 

II.   To   BE  HEARD  WITH   CANDOUR.  " 
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The  ministers  of  religion  have  often  tocomplain  Of  unreasonablo 
prepossessions  and  prejudices  of  various  kinds  existing  among  those  to 
whom  they  are  commissioned.  Some  are  prepossessed  against  Chris- 
tianity in  general,  or  against  particular  parts  of  it.  Others  there  are 
who  profess  the  greatest  respect  for  religion  itself,  but  tO  whom  the 
priesthood  is  an  utter  abomination.  They  cannot  express  their  horror 
of  all  religious  establishments,  nor  tolerate  those  who  belong  to  them. 
Such  as  these  however  are  seldom,  I  presume,  to  })c  foundnomong  our 
hearers.  But  there  is  another  pre,possession  with  which  all  of  us  have 
to  contend  more  or  less,  and  which  is  either  of  a  personal  nature 
against  the  preacher  himself,  or  ap'plies  to  the  matter  of  his  preaching.. 
But  no  prepossession  of  this  nature— Ithink  I  may4dd— ^not  even  a  well 
grounded  objection  to  the  character  of  an  authorized  teacher,  which  is 
the  strongest  and  most  trying  case  of  all,  should  prevent  you  from 
giving  him  a  candid  and  attejitive  hearing,  not  for  the  preacher's  sake, 
but  for  your  own.  You  should  consider,  not  who  it  is  that  speaks, 
nor  how  he  expresses  himself,  btit  what  he  ultei?.  And  so  far  as  the 
doctrine  is  discerned  by  your  reason,  or  ft  It  In-  yon r conscience  to  be 
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krw,  or  appeart  to  stand  upon  the  testimony  of  God,  so  far  you 
should  receive  and  observe  it. 

It  often  hapltens,  no  doubt,  that  our  words  are  without  effect  upon  a 
portion  o'f  our  hearers,  because  the  matter  of  our  discourses  is  not 
exactly  such  as  they  have  previously  made  Up  their  minds  that  it 
ought  to  b^,  and  ihcy  will  listen  patiently  Ho  nothing  that  opposes  this 
prepossession.    Some  are  not  satisfied  except  we  dwell  continually  and    • 
almost  exclusively  upon  a  few  ppirits  relating  to  the  Saviour  and  his  ^ 
mediation;  others  are  for  practical  discourses  only— the  latter  for- 
getting  that  faith  is  the  foundation  of  all  christian  morality,  the  former 
overlooking  the  following  strdtig  iniunctidn  of  the  Apostle,  "  I  will  that 
thou  affirm  constantly  that  they  which  have  believed  in  God,  might  bo- 
careful  to  maintain  good  works.    These  tWngs  are  good  and  profitable- 
unto  men.*'    Were  we  to  adapt  our  teaching  to  the  tasteof  either  of 
these  sorts  of  hearers,  we  should  not  preach  the  gospel  faitlifully.  We 
are  bound  unquestionably  to  press  upon  our  people  all  the  d4ties  of 
the  christian  life,  and  to  ground  them  on  the  motives  which  the  gospel 

sets  before  us.  "  * 

It  is  an  unhappy  consequence  of  the  divisions  prevalent  among 
christians  that  a  preacher  can  hardly  expect  to  be  heard  with  candour 
.by  persons  of  a  different  persuasion  from  his  own  ;  it  were  well  if  he  . 
.could  always  depend  upon  such  a  hearing  from  members  of  his  own 
church  and  congregation.  For  even  within  the  church  there  is  utf- 
fortunately  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  what  constitutes  a  full  arid 
faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel ;  and  the  preacher  who  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  represented',  by  persons  who  are  thought  to  be  good 
judges  of  such  matters,  as  not  delivering  it  fully  and  faithfully,  cannot 
but  find  in  this  censure,  whether  he  deserve  it  or  not,  a  serious  obsui- 

'  ele  to  success  in  his  ministry  ;  and  as  every  preacher  is  plainly  liable 
to  this  accusation  from  some  quarter  or  other,  a  few  calm  words  on 
the  subject  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

If  it  be  meant  by  such  censure  that  the  preacher  does  not-take 
ffrccisely  the  same  view  of  certain  points  as  rnay  be  taken  by  those 
who  utler'it,  but  differs  from  them  wilji  regard  to  some  matteis  which 
they  havq  been  tauglit'to  regard  as  of  vital  importance— «and  if  such 
difference  really  exist— it  is  certainly  much  td  be  regretted.  But  it  i* 
cot  therefore  certain  that  they  are  right,  and  that  he  is  wrong,  and  the 
relative  situation  of  the  parties  gives  him  a  right  to  a  patient  and 

.  ftandid  hearing,  supposing  him  to  be  duly  conlmissibned.  Our  duty— 
and  it  is  one  whi^h  1  hope  we  earnestly  endlcavour  to  perform— is  to 

^inform  oiirselijgsi  the  best  we  can  on  tht  subjects  wc  have  to  treat,  «nd- 
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then  deliver  faithfully  what  we  have  learned.  We  do  not  pretend  to 
inspiration — we  know  no  way  of  forming  correct  notions  of  religion, 
except  a  diligent  study  of  God's  Holy  Word,  and  of  those  helps  to 
the  right  understanding  of  it  with  which  we  have  been  supplied  by 
the  learning  and  piety  of  i^^ent  and  modern  Divines— together  with 
prayer  for  heavenly  guidance  and  direction  ;  and  while  we  are  con^ 
scious  to  ourselves  that  we  do  not  neglect  those  means  of  right  infor- 
mation* we  may  trust  that  we>hall  be  preserved  from  leading  anyone 
astray.  Some  may  preach  with  greater  power  and  effect  than  others— 
for  there  is  a  difference  in  men's  capacities  and  gifts  ;^but  nono 
who  take  the  course  I  have  described  can,  I  should  think,  w  far  fail  of 
what  they  aim  at,  that  it  may  be  truly  asserted  of  thp.m  that  they  do^ 
not  preach  the  gospel.  Some  may  teach,  as  essential  parts  ^j^thu 
gospel,  doctrines  which  others  do  not  consider'as  belonging  to  it ;  but 
none,  I  hope,  will  fail  to  deliver  any  of  those  truths,  the  belief  of  which 
was  deemed  necessary  to  salvation  in  the  primitive  times,  althOifgU 
through  human  infirmity,  some  may  do  so  with  a  niixture  of  other 
doctrines  of  a  questionable  nature  which  they  erroneously  believe  to 
be  contained  in  Scripture ;  and  those  who  have  thus  added  to  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints  are  necessarily  apt  to  consider  others,  who 
hold  themselves  bound  to  adhere  strictly,  to  it,  as  not  preaching  the 
gospel  fully,  in  proportion  to  tlie  importance  they  attach  to  their  owja 
additions  to  it.  But  if  the  doctrines  which  any  of  us  omit  to  leach 
be  only  such  as  rest  upon  no  certain  ground  of  holy  scripture,  and 
cannot  be  proved  to  have  formed  part  of  the  catholic  and  primitive 
faith,  the  omission  of  tliem  can  at  all  events  do  no  harm,  neither  can 
it  afford  sufficient  ground  for  charging  the  preacher  with  unfaithful- 
ness in  the  delivery  of  tluj  gospel. 

Deficiency  and  imperfection  must  be  expected  in  the  doctrine  of 
every  uninspired  teacher,  and  those  who  are  the  best  qualified  for 
their  office  will  be  the  last  to  boast,  or  even  to  think  highly,  of  their 
own  performance;  We  are  all  open  to  censui?e>i  and  in  the  present 
slate  of  society,  it  would  be  folly  to  hope  that  we  can  escape  it,  be 
our  performance  what  it  may.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  ought  even  to 
desire  to  escape  it ;  for  if  we  receive  it  properly,  it  is  better  for  ua 
than  praise.  Its  effect,  even  wlien  uncharitably  lidministered,  ought 
to  be  that  of  exciting  us  to  more  eai-fcest  endeavours  to  be  found  faith- 
ful stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  Clod,  and  safe  guides  for  the  people 
to  follo\y.  Tt  is  only  when  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  the  intereals 
of  truth  and  godliness  may  suffer  from  our  silence  under  reproach, 
whether  it  ba  yul  or  unjust,  that  we  should  bx?  pro-.hpt  and  eager  to  , 
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defend  ourselves.  But  as  we  are  commissioned  expressly  to  preach 
the  gospel,  as  we  have  sworn  to  do  so,  and  at  all  our  hppe  of  saving 
ourselves  or  others  must  perish  If  we  do  not,  God  forbid  that  any  of 
us  should  bo  either  negligent  in  any  degree  of  this  sacred  duty,  or 
unconcerned  about  the  opinion  which  others  may  entertain  respecting 
our  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  it. 

■  Of  the  doctrine  delivered  from  this  pulpit  to  yourselvesj  my  breth- 
ren, it  isfit  that  I  should  speak  with  deep  humility.     But  of  this  I  am 
sure,  that  if  what  you  hear  be  not  the  gospel,   it  is  not  for  want  of  a 
sincere  and  earnest  endeavour  on  our  part  to  speak  as  the  oracles  of 
God.    We  preach,  as  all  will  bear  us  witness,  the  glad  lidings  of  the 
remission  of  sins,  through  the  blood  of  the  great  atonement,  and  hold  out 
as  the  condition  of  God^s  pardon,  repentance  from  dead  works,  and 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     We  teach  that  by  grace  you  are 
saved  through  faith— but  iAa^a  faith  of  which  obedience  is  the  indis- 
pensable  fruit,  since  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  God.      We 
affirm  constantly  (as  weirei^n  scripture  expressly  enjoined  to  do)  that 
the  grace  of  God  which  bririgeth  salvation  hath  appeared  to  men,  not 
to  release  those  who  have  believed  in  God  from  the  obligation'' to 
maintain  good  works,  but  to  make  them  more  alive  to  that  obligation, 
and  zealous  to  acquit  themselves  of  it.      With  all  the  power  of  holy 
4»ntreaty  we  can  command,  we  urge  you— ^whatsoever  things  are  honest, 
pure,  lovely,  and  of  gOod  report,  to  think  on  those  thmgs,  and  do 
them.     We  ascribe  no  virtue  whatever' to  the  faith  which  does  not 
exercise  this  salutary  influence  upon  the  life,  but  s^Mlie  same  time 
strenuously  deny  that  any  man  is  accounted  righteou^  before  God  for 
any  thing  that  he  himself  can  doV    We  insist,  that  although  we  should 
have  done  all  that  is  commanded  us  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  we 
should  still  be  but  Unprofitable  servants,  whose  reliance  fpr  salvation 
must  be  after  all  solely  upon  the  mercy  of  our  heavenly  father,  which 
is  extended  to  the  penitent  believer  for  the  sake  of/  His  blessed  Son. 
This,  we  hope^  is  not  to  preach  a  dry  and  profitless  morality.     The 
morality  we  teach  is  that  which  we  have  learned  frOm  the  precepts  of 
Christ  and  his  Apostles,  and  wc  ground  it  upoh  the  motives  Vvhichthey 
present  to  us. 

We  hold  that  the  great  end  of  every  dispensation  of  true  religion, 
and  more  especially  of  the  gospel,  is  the  moral  purification  of  the 
believer;  that  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested  that  he  might  destroy 
the  works  of  the  devil;  that  the  salvation  which  he  wrought  means 
a  deliverance  from  the  power  of  sin,  no  less  than  from  its  punish^ 
jB.ents  ;  that__so  long  as  our  servitude  to  sin  remains  unbroken  ^e 
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must  coalinue  liable  to  that  puniahment ;  and  that  this  servitude  caniiot 
be  broken  but  by  the  concurrence  of  divine  grade  with  our  own  earnest 
endeavours.  We  apprehend  that  even  the  cross  ©fChriet/wil^not 
profit  those  Who  disregard  his  precepts  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives— ^ 
that  He  is  our  la\v*giver  to  whom  wu  owe  faithful  obedience  and^ubv 
mission,  as  well  as  our  Redeemer,  mighty  to  save.  And  accordingly 
we  hold  out  no  hope  of  pardon  to  the  sinner,  except  upon  a  true  and 
effectual  repentance^that  is  forsaking  of  sin,  followed  up  by  a  reso- 
lute endeavour  to  do  the  will  of  God  in.  all  things. 

There  are  doctrines  indeed  which  some  consider  as  essential  parts 
of  the  gospel,  which  we  cannot  teach,  because  we  find  them  not  in 
the  sacred  scriptures.  We  encourage  no  man  to  believe  himself  the 
object  of  an  unconditional  elecUon  to  eternal  life  and  Imppiness,  but 
-would  have  every  one  consider  himself  as  in  a  state  of  trial  from  thd 
dawn  of  reason  to  the  close  of  life—rwhjch  supposes  of  cgurse  that 
he  may  at  any  time  fall  from  rectitude,  and  forf^  the  prize  of  his 
high  calling,  except  he  recover  hiiiiself  by  repehtanee.  "^  We  hold 
however,  that  every  man  to  whom  the  gosp^is  preached  has  been 
elected  to  all  the  necessary  means  of  gmde  and  salvatfen,  and  to 
'  salvation  itself,  provided  that  he  diligenilf  use  those  means,  bnt  not 
otherwise.  We  doubt  extremely  that/assurance  of  saloationvthkh 
many  profess  to  entertain,  as  relyin^upon  no  sure  waxrant  of  Holy 
Scripture,  inconsistent  (as  it  appei»<Cto  us)  with  the  notion  of  a  state 
of  trial,  and  leading  to  evil  consequences.  We  rather  press  upon  our 
readers  the  advice  of  the  Apo/tW'  Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear. 
X.et  him  that  thinkoth  he  staiidettrtake  heed  lest  he  fall."  Convinced 
that  of  ourselves  alone  we  6an  do  nothing,  and  that  we  continually 
need  the  help  and  support  of  the  Holy  Spirit-^we  neveriiieless  look 
for  no  such  sensible  operation  of  that  Spirit  upon  our  minds  as  we  often 
hear  of,  but  expect  to  4race  his  heavenly  influences  only  in  their  effects. 
We  remember  the  words  of  our  blessed  Lord.  "The  wind  blowetli 
where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell 
whence  it  Gometh  nor  whither  it  goeth.  So  is  every  one  that  is  born 
of  the  Spirit.'^ 

Thus  do  we  understand  and  preach  the  gospel ;  and  we  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction  of  knowing  that  what  we  teach  has  the  sanction  of  allanti- 
quity  as  \vell  as  of  the  Scriptures ;  while  for  that  which  we  reject  the 
Samo  sanction  cannot,  we  believe,  bo  produced.  And  see  you  not,  my 
brethren,  in  the  doctrine  I  have  impcrlecily  described,  a  manifest  ten- 
dency  to  good  ?  From  those  principles,  how  can  any  man  derive  com- 
Xqiftri^tionally,  while  he  continues  iiia  course  of  sin  or  carelessness? 


while  negligent  of  its  conditions, 
be  seen  not  only  watching  care- 
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They  are  equally  opposed  to  fanatical  fervour  on  the  one  hand 
and  to  lukewarmness  on  the  other.  They  authorize  the  sincere 
believer  to  triist  with  unshaken  confidence  in  the  mercy  and  goodness 
of  His  Heavenly  Father.whilestrivirg  to  walk  in  the  path  of  hiscom- 
rnandments ;  but  at  the  same  time  powerfully  rebuke  the  presumption  ' 
of  those  who  count  upon  His  blessing 
Whoever  really  embraces  t^ipro  will 
fully  against  sin,  but  also  active  and  zealous  in  well  doing,  that  he  may 
make  his  calling  and  election  sure  j  and  valuing  the  testimony  of  a 
good  conscience  above  every  earth  y  blessing.  He  will  never  rest 
satisfied  with  such  a  degree  of  virtue  as  may  merely  carry  him  de- 
cently and  respectably  through  thiii  present  world,  but  will  labour 
earnestly  to  approve  himself  to  God  who  seeththe  heart  as  Well  as  the 
outward  conduct — lior  will  he  ever  be  content  with  any  degree  of  pro- 
ficiency to  which  he  may  already  have  attained,  but  strive  continually 
to  grow  in  grace,  and  be  making  steady  progressive  improvement. 

If  this  doctrine  difier  in  any  respect  from  what  is  taught  elsewhere, 
and  what  some  among  ourselves  consider  as  the  true  doctrine  of  the 
scriptures;  we  cannot  help  it.  We  are  bound  to  deliver  what  we 
ourselves  believe  to  be  the  truth,-  let  others  leach  as  they  may.  By 
whatever  instruction  men  are  led  to  love  and  fear  God,  and  to  abhor 
and  forsake  unrighteousness,  we  are  bound  to  rejoice  at  the  effect. 
But  the  principles  of  which  we  are  conscientiously  persuaded,  none 
will  expect  us  to  contradict  or  to  betray.  •  'We.  shallof  course  assert 
and  maintain  them  firmly,  but  with  temper  and  charity  towardartht)se^ 
-who  differ  from  us-^however  willing  we  may  be,  within  proper  bounds, 
to  become  all  things  to  all  men,  that  we  may  by  all  means  save 
some :  nor  tshall  we  give  offence  by  so  doing  to  pious  and  reasonable 
persons,  whatever llieiropinions  may  be.  " 

And  what  is  it  we  expect  from  those  who  hear  us?  Nothing  but 
what  I  am  sure  is  just  and  reasonable^ — only  an  attentive  and  candid 
hearing.  We  would  as  freely  caution  you  against  too  much  deference 
for  the  authority  cf  yoiir  teachers,  as  against  too  little  respect  for 
ihem  and  their  ministry.  With  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  any  of  us, 
)[  would  exhortyou  to^rove  all  things,  and  then  hold  fast  whiit  is  good. 
Examine  our  doctrine  as  closelj-  as  you  will  by  the  light  of  sci-ipture 
abd  primitive  antiquity,  and  if  it  prove  not  to  be  the  faith  once  deli- 
vered to  the  saints,  and  coqslanlly  held  in  the  best  and  purest  limes,  I 
admit  that  we  have  no  right  to  complain  if  you  reject  it.  We  have  no 
authority  to  dictiite  to  you  in  matters  of  faith.  The  legitimate  influence 
of  ,evf»rv  p:\r'icular  teadior  dopends  upon  Jiis  spcuking  as  the  cades 
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of  God ;  and  you  are  not  bound  by  any  man^s  private  interpretation 
of  those  oracles.  Even  when  we  exhort  you  to  pay  respect  and  defer- 
ence  to  the  fathers  of  the  christian  churcht  it  is  not  as  if  they  were 
"commissioned  expounders,"  but  simply  as  being  "  faithfulwit- 
nesses"  of  the  truth  once  delivered  ;  and  we  would  have  you  followr 
them  only,  so  far  as  they  agree  together.  It  is  not  however  too  much 
to  demand  for  any  one  who  is  duly  authorised  to  teach,  that  he  be  heard 
with  attention  and  with  candour— for  His  sake,  in  whose  name  he 
comes  to  .you,  for  the  sake  of  the  alUimportant  subject  which  he  treats 
of-r-for  the  sake  of  your  souls.  And  so  far,  my  brethren,p)e  your 
opinion  of  the  preacher  what  it  may — we  beseech  yOu — ^      f 


Take  heed  haw  |f6  Ikeiir. 


The  following  extracts  from  a  Sermon,  preached  at  the 
last  Episcopal  visitation,  are  added,  for  further  explanation 
of  the  Author's  sentiments  on  the  subject  treated  of  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  foregoing  discourse.      ' 


The  minister  of  religion  must  not  be  surprised  at  hearing  himself 
accused  by  persons,  holding  strong  opinions  on  particular  points,  of 
not  declaring  fully  and  qprrectly  the  counsel  of  God  ;  not  only  if  he 
do  not  constantlji^  glxe  tcythose  points  a  prominent  place  in  his  teaching, 
but  also  if  he  do'  qot  t^ke  precisely  the  same  view  of  them  as  they  do. 
He  may  preacn,  for  instance,  the  corruption  of  humi^  nature  ;  but 
unless  he  will  siUow  it  to  be  totally  corrupt,  he  will  be  deemed  by 
some  not  to  decdare  the  truth  fully— although,  if  they  were  pressed 
strongly  on  this  {subject,  they  would  probably  confess  that  they  do  not 
themselves  mea^  quite  so  much  as  their  words  signify.  He  may  aver, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  that  we  must  all  stand  indebted  for  salvation 
to  the  merits  ana  mediation  of  Christ  alone ;  but  unless  he  will  agree 
that  this  is  to  bel  brought  about  by  our  having  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  imputed  to.  us,  some  will  hear  him  with  disapprobation.  He 
may  maintain,  af  strongly  as  he  will,  the  necessity  of  spiritual 
influence,  and  of  \the  continual  aid  and  support  of  divine  jgrace ;  but 
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f  he  .houW,  at  the  «irte  time,  insist  thai  men  must  cooperate  Whi 

Ihi.  spiritual  agisncy,  he  must  expect  that  some  wFli^        ^      '' 

.        .ufBciently  magnifies  Christ.     Boy^evTCZ  Z  ^^  *"'   ''" 

■ ;    «e„:^  of  reclemption,  yet.  If  he  ^re^en^JZ'"''^-  "" 

being  annexed  to  the  promised  blessings  of  the  R^^/^  '^"^"'°" 

that  the  fiivor  of  God  totvards  individS  ^  ^^^T^'  "'  ''""''' 

pr«»ich  the  wholei:;S^„  ,,  Jr  ''""'"  0°<l.  b"  also  Ihal  he 

to  M  sh.„  of  .h».  for  ffar  rav^nlr        '^°"^'" '^^^ 

.r  popularity,  woild   bf  ^^.^'Sf  "f '  "  "'"•  »  'i'-  '»g»m 

olhorwire  than  „  he  believM  L  r        '  ''°''°1°«"'=y-    To  preach 
U.0  peculiar  vie».  tf^fpS  Sif'"''  """^  ™"  *"  "-'""S 

:^     «^-^ec.aMo«.„«„JraCr™l;i::?rt;.V 

gauiiogcoBveHa  logodlinesi  wouM  l,„  ^,  "  ''"''°*  "f 

^       Ourpo„pte,i„dced,Svealr!i^  ^  °'T'  '^'"'"y '°«<="sable. : 

-*!  Ihe  Scriptures,  a^d  a|»  accfriin,  .T'  """  ""^  '"*'"'•  '«='=-'««"« 

ordeft  „e  have  «Meive1     nJ^r        '?""'  "f 'heChut^h  whoi 

judge  our  doctri„~„e  ™a '^'"'"'"''"f  """'^  "''"  "  "Sh.  to 

judged  by  that  of  aU  w.  ^Ir^  f"^"^  P"""  "S^'""  being 

«.d  atrouger  doctZ  n^^'Z^T^Jr^'^''^'^ 
doctrine  ™ay  be  pleesed  aL  J^Sfe  Ldiid t     r"'"  "'"•"^ 
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antiquity,  by  which  they  were  giiided  in  the  interpretation  of  them  ; 
and  none  knew  better  than  they  how  to  express  and  convey  to  others 
the  knowledge  which  from  those  sources  they  had  obtained.    There 
is  no  fear,  therefore,  of  our   being  led  away  from  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints,  by  a  stedfast  adherence  to  them ;  and  vainly, 
I  think,  would  any  one  attempt  to  improve  the  system  with  which  they 
have  provided  us,  by  engrafting  upon  it  any  modern  or  ancient 
mvenUons— which,  however  set  off  by  the  talents  and  zeal  of  their 
advocates,  and  however  recommended  by  their  supposed  beneficial 
effects  among  Christians  of  other  denominations,  are  quite  out;  of 
place  in  that  system—like  pieces  of  new  cloth  upon  an  old  garmem— 
which  they  neither  stjrengthen  nor  embellish. 
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